
 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Castles 

Personal and Social  

We will continue to examine the 
concept of poverty which we 
started through the reverse 

advent calendar project.  We will 
link this to school values such as 
being kind and helping others. 

Building learning power 

We will be promoting and 
exploring the personal qualities 
of being independent and 
resilient learners who don’t give 
up when things get tricky. 

Values 

We will continue to explore the 

values of democracy and 

tolerance and will begin to look 

at the British Value of ‘The Rule 

of Law’.   

 As writers, we will continue to build our independent writing skills, particularly 
story writing.  We will learn about story features such as settings and characters and 
we will work hard to make our writing appeal to the reader by using ambitious 
vocabulary and clever adjectives.  We will continue to read back our sentences to 
ourselves and check our work like ‘teachers’ with our ‘teacher pens’ to edit and 
improve our work. We will start to work with a partner to do this too.  

 As readers, we will continue to read a range of class novels and try and develop our 
own tastes in books; deciding what we do and don’t like.  We will continue to take 
part in regular Guided Reading sessions in class, as well as daily reading work in 
Read Write phonics sessions.  We apply all the sounds we have learnt so we can de-
code real and pseudonym (alien) words with increasing accuracy. 

 As mathematicians, we will be building on our understanding of numbers and their 
value. We will then learn to measure length, weight and capacity and use this to 
solve a range of practical problems linked to our topic of ‘Castles’. 

 As scientists and designers, we will be exploring a range of different materials.  We 
will classify them and investigate their properties and we will test them in order to 
decide which would be the best to make a Knight’s shield! We will go on to design 
and make our very own shield using our chosen material which will mean that we 
will have to apply all our new scientific knowledge to the design. 

  As historians, we will learn about castles and why they are so important to our 
past.  We will learn about the features of a castle, what their functions were and we 
will explore what it was like to have lived in a medieval castle, focusing on the 
difference between being rich and poor. 

 As artists, we will study the Bayeux tapestry and discuss how it tells a story about 
an important event in History. This will then inspire our very own artwork in the 
style of the Bayeux tapestry, which will tell the story of our lives.  

  

Words we will use 
Castle, moat, battlements, portcullis, bailey, keep, arrow slits, turret, 
materials, properties, man-made, natural, novel, fiction, non-fiction, 

adjectives, capital letters, full stops, finger spaces,  number formation, 
represent, tens frame, Numicon, independence, resilience, resourceful, 

poverty, democracy, rule of law ex,  

PE 

In PE we will be applying the skills 
of throwing and catching to 
playing a range of team games. 
We will be learning about 
different types of exercise with 
the group ‘Gym Stars’ from 
Morecambe Football Club. 


